UM professor receives $57,020 research grant by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
6-30-1970 
UM professor receives $57,020 research grant 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM professor receives $57,020 research 
grant" (1970). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 6056. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/6056 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
(t) netus
Information Services •  University of montana •  m issoula. montana 59801 *(406) 243-2522
IMMEDIATELY coburn/lh 6/30/70 
state + cs
UM PROFESSOR RECEIVES 
$57,020 RESEARCH GRANT
MISSOULA----
Dr Robert R. Zimmerman, professor of psychology at the^ University of Montana
v* d -A>* JLuJt j
at Missoula, has received a fivo y ^ x ^ serrcK grant of $g7,0?ft~Trom the National 
Institute of Child Health and Human Development.
The grant, which became effective June 1, 1970, will be used by Dr. Zimmerman to 
continue his study of the effect of malnutrition in infancy on the social development
of the rhesus monkey.
Dr. Zimmerman, in his preliminary research at the renovated Fort Missoula cell- 
block, has studied the effect of low and high protein diets on infant monkeys. He 
has shown the low-protein monkeys to exhibit abnormal social and sexual behavior,
with an almost complete loss of curiosity.
The grant, which is awarded through the University of Montana Foundation, will 
allow expansion of the Fort Missoula breeding colony so that infant monkeys can be
delivered and reared by their mothers until 90 days of age.
At that time, the monkeys will be weaned to high protein diets aRd then divided 
into four groups; those on high protein diets with either extensive or limited social 
experience and those on low protein diets with either extensive or limited social 
experience.
(more)
UM PROFESSOR RECEIVES GRANT----- 2
Besides his interest in the effects of malnutrition on social behavior, Dr. 
Zimmerman is also concerned with how to readjust undernourished animals. Therefore, 
all the monkeys will be replaced on high protein diets at age 14 months and receive 
extensive social experience for the next 10 months.
If at the end of this time, some animals have behavioral difficulties, they will 
be regrouped to provide them with maximum onportunity to develon normal social behavior.
Dr. Zimmerman will provide extensive social experience by having the monkeys 
live in group situations. Limited experience will be obtained by caging animals 
singly, with very limited group contact. Observers then will study the animals for 
various forms of social behavior such as aggression, submission, curiosity and sexual 
behavior.
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